
 

STATE OF WISCONSIN JUDICIAL COUNCIL 

 
Suite 822, Tenney Building, I10 East Main Street, Madison, WI 53703-3328 (608) 261-8290 

 

Date:  March 17, 2017 
 

To:  Members of the Joint Committee on Finance 
 

From:  Thomas W. Bertz, Chair, on behalf of Members of the 
Wisconsin Judicial Council 

 
Re:  Objection to the Elimination of the Wisconsin Judicial Council 

 
Elimination of the Judicial Council, as recommended in the 2017-2019 Executive Budget, 
would be a great disservice to the Legislature, the Supreme Court, and to the citizens of 
the State of Wisconsin as shown by the following discussion. 

 
What is the Judicial Council? 

 
The Judicial Council is a nonpartisan state agency with a long history of making 
significant contributions to Wisconsin's justice system through improvements considered 
and adopted by the Wisconsin Legislature and the Wisconsin Supreme Court. The 
Judicial Council has been working to improve clarity and fairness in the law for the 
benefit of the public for over 65 years, and its notes provide guidance for the hundreds of 
Wisconsin statutes and Supreme Court rules that the Council has drafted.1 

The Judicial Council was created by the Legislature in 1951. Since its formation, the 
Judicial Council's principal focus has been the review, development, and drafting of rules 
and statutes governing court procedures.2   The Council drafted Wisconsin's original rules 
of civil procedure (Chapters 799-847, Wisconsin Statutes), rules of appellate procedure 
(Chapters 808-809, Wisconsin Statutes), rules of criminal procedure (Chapters 967-980, 
Wisconsin Statutes) and rules of evidence (Chapters 901-911, Wisconsin Statutes) --   the 
core rules and procedures under which all Wisconsin state courts operate. Today, the 
Council's primary focus is on studying these procedural rules to ensure their 
effectiveness, and recommending amendments to keep them consistent and current with 
modem practice and changes in technology. 

 
 

' Extensive explanatory comments, called Judicial Council Notes, are often written 
by the Judicial Council and published following the rules or statutes drafted by the 
Judicial Council to aid the reader in interpreting and applying the provision. A list of 
these rules and statutes is attached as Appendix A (at p. 10). Although not all of the 
rules and statutes drafted by the Judicial Council have included a Note, this list is 
illustrative of the vast scope of the Judicial Council's work. 

 
2 Wis. Stat. §758.13 sets forth the Judicial Council's membership, appointments, 
powers and duties and organization. A copy is included in Appendix B (at p. 20). 
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The Judicial Council's membership is established by statute and consists of professionals 
from all three branches of government and the private sector, including a supreme court 
justice designated by the supreme court; a court of appeals judge designated by the court 
of appeals; four circuit court judges selected by the judicial conference; three members of 
the state bar elected by the state bar; one district attorney appointed by the governor; two 
citizens at large appointed by the governor; and all of the following individuals (or their 
designees): the Director of State Courts, the chairs of the Senate and Assembly standing 
committees with jurisdiction over judicial affairs, the Attorney General, the chief of the 
Legislative Reference Bureau, the deans of the law schools of the University  of 
Wisconsin and Marquette University, the State Public Defender, and  the president-elect 
of the State Bar. 3 

 
Although Council members all have full time professional responsibilities distinct from 
their council work, they volunteer their time and legal expertise to respond to concerns 
received from other government agencies, the courts, attorneys, the legislature, and the 
public. While modest, in-state travel expenses (mileage and parking) are reimbursed, 
members receive no compensation for their service.  The Council is supported  by one 
staff person, who in my experience is highly efficient and effective. 

 
Why is the Judicial Council tasked with advising both the Supreme Court and the 
Legislature? 

 
Wis. Stat. § 758.13 sets forth the Judicial Council's statutory duties, including 
recommending to the Supreme Court and the Legislature changes in rules and statutes 
governing court pleading, practice, procedure, and related matters. 

 
As members of the Joint Finance Committee are aware, in Wisconsin, there are shared 
legislative and judicial functions relating to rules governing pleading, practice, and 
procedure. Wis. Stat. § 751.12(1) requires that the Supreme Court regulate procedure in 
judicial proceedings in all courts. However, the rule-making authority of the judicial 
branch has limits. In accordance with Article VII of the Wisconsin Constitution and Wis. 
Stat. § 751.l2, the Supreme Court may promulgate several categories of rules provided 
those rules do not affect the substantive rights of litigants. When a proposed rule relating 
to pleading, practice, and procedure affects the substantive rights of litigants, it must be 
enacted by the Legislature. 

 
This distinction is important. When the Judicial Council proposes comprehensive 
amendments to one of Wisconsin's procedural codes, some of the proposed amendments 
may be appropriate for rule-making by the Supreme Court, while other amendments 
within the same code may require enactment by the Legislature. For example, the Judicial 
Council drafted a comprehensive proposal to amend the rules of appellate procedure 
(Wis. Stat. Chapters 808 and 809). The Council petitioned the Wisconsin Supreme Court 
to exercise its rule-making authority to effect the changes. The court adopted the 
Council's proposed amendments, with three exceptions. The justices indicated that three 
proposals were more appropriate for legislation than for rule-making, because they would 
modify appellate court jurisdiction, a change that the justices suggested could affect 
substantive rights. Those three proposals were subsequently enacted by the Legislature as 
2009 Wisconsin Act 25, 2009 Wisconsin Act 26, and 2009 

3 A list of current Judicial Council members is attached as Appendix C (at p. 22). 
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Wisconsin Act 27. Without the .Judicial Council's ability to propose recommendations to 
both branches, there would have been a gap in the comprehensive amendments that could 
have resulted in internal inconsistencies and confusion. 

 
What can the Joint Finance Committee do to prevent the elimination of the Judicial 
Council? 

 
The Judicial Council requests that the Joint Finance Committee retain the Judicial 
Council as an independent agency by voting in support of the following: (1) Retain Wis. 
Stat.§ 758.13 and Wis. Stat.§ 751.12(5) in their current form; (2) Retain the phrase "or 
Judicial Council" in Wis. Stat. 16.74(2)(b); (3) Restore $158,000 GPR to the Council's 
GPR appropriation in FY 2018 and $158,000 GRP to the Council's GPR appropriation in 
FY 20194; and (4) Restore 1.0 FTE GPR unclassified attorney position for the Judicial 
Council. 

 
Why should the Joint Finance Committee act to retain the Judicial Council? 

 
The Legislature established the Judicial Council as an independent nonpartisan agency to 
insure its neutrality, protect the integrity of its work process, and preserve its ability to 
provide recommendations to all branches of government. The 2017-2019 Executive 
Budget suggests that "the Supreme Court has the authority to create and support such an 
advisory council if it so chooses." However, there are two significant problems with that 
suggestion. First, the Executive Budget provides no funding or position authority for the 
court to staff an advisory council. Second, a similar approach was tried twenty years ago 
and it failed. 

 
The 1995-97 biennial budget, 1995 Wisconsin Act 27, removed funding for the Judicial 
Council's two staff positions and reassigned the staff support duties to the Judicial 
Commission. The Judicial Commission had very limited resources or staff time to devote 
to supporting the Judicial Council so the work of the Council suffered greatly. 

 
The 2007-09 biennial budget, 2007 Wisconsin Act 20, restored the Judicial Council's 
independence from the Judicial Commission, and re-appropriated funding for one full- 
time staff attorney. Since the restoration of its independence and the addition of a staff 
person in 2008, the Council has nearly doubled the number of Supreme Court rule change 
petitions it submits to the Court. Additionally, the passage rate at which the Supreme 
Court has adopted rules proposed by the Judicial Council has risen from approximately 
55% 10 100%. The Council has also attained greater success with legislation. From 1999 
to 2008, no bills drafted by the Judicial Council were enacted by the Legislature. In the 
years since restoration of its independence and staff, three bills drafted by the Judicial 
Council have been signed into law. The Judicial Council has also completed a nearly 400 
page bill containing a comprehensive amendment to the criminal procedure code, 
representing many years of contributions by scores of judges, prosecutors, defense 
attorneys, academics, legislators, and others. The criminal procedure bill was introduced 
last session, but did not reach a vote in committee. It has since been amended and is 

 4 This modest sum provides salary and benefits for the Judicial Council's sole staff person, rent 
and utilities for the Judicial Council's small office in Tenney Plaza, travel reimbursements to 
Council and committee members, and office equipment and supplies. 
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ready for reintroduction. The Judicial Council has also drafted two other bills that are 
ready for introduction. 

 
The Judicial Council's independence, neutrality, and impartiality are crucial to its 
effectiveness in advising all three branches of government. At the same time that Council 
members work on proposed Supreme Court rule changes, Council members also work on 
proposed legislation. One excellent example has already been mentioned: the 
Council's long-term effort to revise the criminal procedure code is one example of 
legislative study and drafting done by the Council.   With the assistance of staff, the 
project that was stalled for many years has been completed, resulting in a nearly 400 page 
bill that is ready for introduction. One intended result of the amendments proposed in the 
bill is greater clarity and consistency in the law, improving the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the criminal justice system. 

 
I am not aware of the slightest suggestion of any partisan or biased activity or discussion 
by staff of the Council or among members of the Council in any of the work of the 
Council. The consistent focus is on bringing clarity to the law, based on close readings of 
current statutes, court opinions, and other recognized sources of legal authority, and 
applying those to our best understandings of the actual challenges faced by courts and 
litigants in resolving disputes under the law. 

 
The Judicial Council has a demonstrated history of success. The following list 
represents the Judicial Council's major accomplishments over the past few years. 

 
1. Drafted and filed Supreme Court rule change petition amending Wis. Stat. § 

809.23(3) to permit parties to cite to unpublished court of appeals decisions. 
Prior to the amendment, certain areas of practice (for example, small claims, 
termination of parental rights, juvenile, mental commitment, civil forfeiture, 
etc.) suffered from limited citable case law because opinions generally are 
issued by a single judge of the court and routinely are not published. The rule 
promotes greater consistency in the court's decision-making process, which is 
likely to reduce the number of appeals. Rule was adopted by Supreme Court 
order 2009 WI 2. 

 
2. Drafted bill tolling the time limit for filing a petition for review in the 

Supreme Court while a motion for reconsideration is pending in the court of 
appeals. See Wis. Stat. § 809.24. The rule promotes more efficient court 
process and saves parties' unnecessary attorneys' fees incurred by filing 
duplicative pleadings. Bill enacted as 2009 Wisconsin Act 25. 

 
3. Drafted bill specifying that appeals in chapter 980 (sexually violent person) 

and section 971.17 (not guilty by reason of mental disease or defect) 
commitment proceedings are subject to the unified appeal procedure in Wis. 
Stat. sections (rules) 809.30 through 809.32, creating a more efficient and 
consistent court process. See Wis. Stats.  §§  809.30-.32,  48.465, 938.47, 971. 
l7(7m), and 980.038(4)(a). Bill enacted as 2009 Wisconsin Act 26. 

 
4. Drafted bill allowing suppression of evidence issues to be raised on appeal in 

chapter 938 (Juvenile Justice Code) cases in which the juvenile has admitted 
to the delinquency petition. This amendment preserves constitutional rights of 
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juvenile defendants, and improves judicial efficiency by avoiding unnecessary 
trials. See Wis. Stats.§§ 808.03(3), 938.297(8), and 971.31(10).  Bill enacted 
as 2009 Wisconsin Act 27. 

 
5. Worked with the Wisconsin Municipal Judges Association and the 

Legislature on comprehensive amendments to the laws governing municipal 
courts. Bill enacted as 2009 Wisconsin Act 402. 

 
6. Drafted and filed Supreme Court rule change petition amending Wis. Stat. § 

904.085 (4) (e) to require an in camera. hearing to protect potentially 
confidential mediation communications from being revealed in open court 
prior to a ruling on admissibility. Rule was adopted by Supreme Court order 
2010 WI 31. 

 
7. Monitored the collaborative work between the Institute for the Advancement 

of the American Legal System and the American College of Trial Lawyers, 
including efforts to identify perceived problems of cost and delay in the U.S. 
civil justice system and implement pilot projects to aid in developing possible 
solutions. 

 
8. Studied the issue of compensation of court-appointed attorneys under SCR 81, 

at the request of the Supreme Court. 
 

9. Drafted recommendations for legislative amendments to the statutes regarding 
presentence investigation reports. This has been a huge undertaking over the 
past eight years, and involved collaborative work with two different advisory 
committees, as well as consultations with many different stakeholders, 
including the Department of Justice, the Department of Corrections and the 
District Attorneys Association. Introduction of bill is pending. 

 
10. Studied the need for procedural rules governing ghostwriting of legal 

documents. Drafted recommendations to the Planning and Policy Advisory 
Committee (PPAC). PPAC drafted proposed rules and the Supreme Court 
issued an order to amend and create rules and statutes to support and expand 
"limited scope representation." Rules were adopted by Supreme Court order 
2014 WI 45. 

 
11. Studied and made recommendations regarding inconsistencies in the 

calculation of time for appeals and requests for new trials in small claims 
cases. The State Court's Records Management Committee amended the 
instructions on the applicable small claims form to provide clarification 
consistent with the Council's recommendation. 

 
12. Studied and issued recommendation regarding precedential value of overruled 

court of appeals' decisions following the Supreme Court's decision in Blum v. 
1st Auto & Cas. ins. Co., 2010 WI 78. 

 
13. Created rules to govern the discovery  of electronically stored information. See 

Wis. Stats. §§ 802.10, 804.01, 804.08, 804.09, 804.12, and 805.07. These 
amendments increase judicial efficiency by improving consistency and 
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predictability in the discovery process which thereby can eliminate the need 
for multiple motion hearings; the amendments also reduce the economic 
burden on the parties that can result from this type of discovery. Rules were 
adopted by Supreme Court order 2010 WI 67; 2010 WI 129. 

 
14. At the request of the Court of Appeals, studied and issued recommendation 

concerning plea withdrawal. No statutory amendments were recommended. 
 

15. Studied and drafted rules to address inadvertent disclosure of privileged 
information. See Wis. Stat. §§ 804.01(7), 805.07(2)(d), 905.03(5), and Wis. 
Stat. § 804.01(2)(c). The proposed amendments resolve uncertainty in the 
courts about the effect of certain disclosures of communications or 
information protected by the lawyer- client privilege or as  work  product. 
Rules were adopted by Supreme Court order 2012 WI 114. 

 
16. Studied and made recommendation concerning the issue of "presence" at 

various court proceedings and provided a recommendation regarding whether 
a definition should be incorporated into the statutes. 

 
17. Studied the need for a law governing the transfer of structured settlement 

payments. Provided recommendation to the Legislative Council, which 
accepted the project and appointed a study committee to draft legislation. A 
draft bill was unanimously approved by the study committee. Legislative 
introduction pending. 

 
18. Drafted and filed Supreme Court rule change petition to protect the identity of 

victims in appellate documents that are publically available via the internet. 
Wis. Stat. § 809.86 is intended to protect victims' constitutional and statutory 
rights to be treated with fairness, dignity, courtesy, sensitivity, and respect for 
their privacy. Specifically, the proposed rule provides a measure  of protection 
for victims by prohibiting the use of their names in appellate briefs and in 
appellate judicial opinions and decisions. Rule was adopted by Supreme Court 
order 2015 WI 21. 

 
19. At the request of the Wisconsin Uniform Law Commission, studied the 

Uniform Interstate Depositions and Discovery Act.  Filed a Supreme Court 
rule change petition to adopt a proposed rule based on the uniform act. Rule 
was adopted by Supreme Court order 2015 WI 70. 

 
20. Studied and made recommendations to amend the Wisconsin Rules of 

Evidence, including repeal the Deadman's Statutes (Wis. Stats.§ 885.16 and 
885.17), the addition of a bias rule, the rule of completeness (Wis. Stat. § 
901.07), statements of injured persons (Wis. Stat. § 904.12, "other acts" 
evidence (Wis. Stat. § 904.04), witnesses'  character for  truthfulness (Wis. 
Stat. § 906.08), authentication of records of regularly conducted activity (Wis. 
Stat. § 908.03), impeachment by prior criminal conviction (Wis. Stat. § 
906.09), definition of hearsay (Wis. Stat. § 908.01), statements of recent 
perception (Wis. Stat. § 908.045 (2)), and privileged communications (Wis. 
Stat. § 885.205). Rule petition to repeal the Deadman's Statutes and amend 
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Wis. Stat.§ 906.01 was adopted by Supreme Court order 2017 WI 13. Rule 
petition to amend the remaining rules is pending with the court. 

 
21. Studied and drafted 2015 Assembly Bill 90 and Senate Bill 82, containing a 

comprehensive revision to the Code of Criminal Procedure (except Chapter 
973, Sentencing) that was introduced in the Legislature in 2015. The bill 
includes a general consolidation and reorganization to make the rules more 
accessible and easier to understand; and creates several new statutes to codify 
case law, to provide authority, or to clarify procedures. A substantial 
amendment has been drafted and the bill is awaiting reintroduction. 

 
22. Studied and drafted a bill to reorganize the procedural rules for prisoner 

challenges to agency decisions. The rules can currently be found in several 
different sections of the code and case law. Consolidating the rules in a single 
subchapter and organizing them in a logical manner will create efficiency. The 
Council is working toward introduction of the bill in the current legislative 
session. 

 
23. Drafted a comprehensive amendment of Wisconsin's class-action statute to 

bring it in line with the federal rule (Rule 23 of the Federal Rules of Civil 
Procedure), consistent with the actions of at least 43 other states. Wisconsin's 
current 49-word class-action statute is a remnant of the 1849 Field Code and 
provides very little guidance to the courts or the parties. A rule based on the 
federal model will provide more guidance because the federal rule is very 
comprehensive and it will allow Wisconsin circuit court judges and litigants to 
look to the very large body of federal case law to interpret and apply the rule. 
A supreme court rule petition is currently pending. 

 
What is the impact if the Judicial Council is eliminated? 

 
The Judicial Council and its standing committees are currently working on the following 
issues: 

 
1. Reorganize procedural rules for prisoner challenges to agency decisions to 

provide greater clarity and reduce errors on appeal. Currently, many of these 
actions are decided based on procedural errors, indicating confusion within the 
system regarding this process, with courts all too rarely squarely addressing 
the merits of the case.   Making it easier to locate and understand the 
procedural rules will reduce the number of errors, with an expected reduction 
in judicial and other public resources needed to address these cases. 

 
2. Recommend amendments regarding the content of the appellate record to 

promote greater consistency throughout the court system and promote cost 
savings, while providing a more complete record to promote efficiency. 

 
3. Modernize procedures for search warrants intercepting electronic 

communication. Advances in technology have made the current procedures 
out-dated and incomplete. 
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4. Study ways technology can be used to increase the efficiency and 
effectiveness of preliminary examinations. 

 
5. Study and make recommendations concerning the use of discovery 

depositions in criminal cases, and study options for employing modern 
technology to reduce costs. 

 
6. Amend rules regarding spoliation of evidence consistent with amendments to 

the federal rules.   Amendments are needed to keep Wisconsin rules current 
and to promote consistency in judicial determinations throughout the state. 

 
7. Study whether to recommend codification of the expert witness privilege as 

recognized by the Wisconsin Supreme Court in Burnett v. Alt, 224 Wis.2d 72, 
589 N.W.2d 21 (1999) and its progeny. 

 
8. Study notice requirements in statutory provisions regarding service to ensure 

that all Wisconsin notice provisions throughout the statutes are consistent and 
provide sufficient due process. 

 
9. Amend the rules to address the size and number of briefs that may be filed in 

multiparty appeals. 
 

10. Create a rule to govern substitution and withdrawal of counsel in cases that are 
on appeal. 

 
11. Surveyed prosecutors and defense attorneys lo identify problems with the 

current discovery process in criminal cases. Drafting model checklists to aid 
law enforcement and attorneys in improving efficiency. 

 
Without the Judicial Council to address complex legal issues like these, problems will 
continue to grow, resulting in greater cost to the state in the long term than will be saved 
in the short term by the Council's elimination.   Without an independent Judicial Council, 
it is highly unlikely that bills such as the criminal procedure bill (currently ready for 
introduction) would have been drafted. The Supreme Court can not reasonably be 
expected to address all of these issues. Many areas of criminal procedure affect 
substantive rights, and therefore many of the proposed amendments are beyond the scope 
of the Supreme Court's rule making authority. 

 
Solutions to the problems addressed by the Judicial Council require specialized legal 
knowledge and a detailed understanding of both the court system and court procedure in a 
wide variety of cases. Members of the Judicial Council and its committees are uniquely 
qualified to address these issues and provide fair and balanced solutions. In 2014, 
members donated approximately 748 hours of their time to attending meetings of the 
Judicial Council and its drafting committees. This figure does not include the many 
additional hours spent outside the meetings researching issues, working on draft 
proposals, and preparing for discussions. It also does not include the time that these 
members, who reside around the state, spent traveling to meetings. Wisconsin directly 
benefits from the many hours that are donated by these highly trained professionals. 
Through the Judicial Council, the state receives thousands of hours of high quality legal 
guidance at a very minimal cost. 
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I thank you in advance for considering this lengthy summary. I believe its length is 
justified by the stakes. The Council has played, and I believe should continue to play, a 
critical, relatively low cost role in supporting the Legislature, the Supreme Court, and the 
executive agencies under the Governor in the efforts of all three branches of government 
to improve the justice system in a nonpartisan, professional manner. 
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Appendix A 
 

Wisconsin Rules and Statutes Drafted and/or Amended by 
The Wisconsin Judicial Council and Containing Judicial Council Notes 

 
1. Wis. Stat. 809.85.Counsel to continue 
2. Wis. Stat. 910.07.Testimony or written admission of party 
3. Wis. Stat. 756.28.Length of juror service; periods of required availability 
4. Wis. Stat. 809.26.Remittitur 
5. Wis. Stat. 809.60.Petition to bypass 
6. Wis. Stat. 809.24.Reconsideration 
7. Wis. Stat. 885.43.Notice of videotape deposition 
8. Wis. Stat. 809.14.Motions 
9. Wis. Stat. 809.80.Filing and service of papers 
10. Wis. Stat. 809.30.Rule (Appeals ins. 971.17 proceedings and in criminal, ch. 48, 51, 
55, 938, and 980 cases) 
11. Wis. Stat. 809.81.Form of papers 
12. Wis. Stat. 809.22.Oral argument 
13. Wis. Stat. 809.13.Intervention 
14. Wis. Stat. 809.11.Items to be filed and forwarded 
15. Wis. Stat. 751.03.Assignment of judges 
16. Wis. Stat. 967.08.Telephone proceedings 
17. Ch. 940, Subch. I, Refs & Annos 
18. Ch. 908, Refs & Annos 
19. Ch. 781, Refs & Annos 
20. SCRCh. 99, Refs & Annos 
21. SCRCh. 98, Refs & Annos 
22. SCRCh. 82, Refs & Annos 
23. Wis. Stat. 821.03.Contents of certification order 
24. Wis. Stat. 809.42.Waiver of oral argument 
25. Wis. Stat. 809.31.Releaseon bond pending seeking postconviction relief 
26. Wis. Stat. 809.19.Briefs and appendix 
27. Wis. Stat. 781.03.Transmittal of record 
28. Wis. Stat. 805.07.Subpoena 
29. Wis. Stat. 891.46.Mailed service 
30. Wis. Stat. 968.46.Secrecy 
31. Wis. Stat. 756.10.Renumbered in part and repealed in part by S.Ct. Order 96-08, eff. 
July 1, 1997 
32. Wis. Stat. 756.145.Renumbered 968.45 and amended by S.Ct. Order 96-08, eff. July 
1, 1997 
33. SCRCh. 61, Refs & Annos 
34. SCR 73.03.Jury deliberations 
35. SCRCh. 50, Refs & Annos 
WI ST LAW STDTS SCRCh. 50, Refs & Annos West's Wisconsin Statutes Annotated 
36. SCRCh. 80, Refs & Annos 
37. SCR 73.02.Jury orientation and instruction 
38. SCRCh. 32, Refs & Annos 
39. SCR 73.01.Monitoring the jury system 
40. Wis. Stat. 879.13.Delayed service of notice 



11  

41. Wis. Stat. 885.41.Definitions 
42. Wis. Stat. 967.09.Interpreters may serve by telephone or video 
43. Wis. Stat. 807.14.Interpreters 
44. Wis. Stat. 809.82.Computation and enlargement of time 
45. Wis. Stat. 809.40.Rule (Appeals in termination of parental rights, ch. 799, traffic 
regulation, municipal ordinance violation, and parental consent to abortion cases) 
46. Wis. Stat. 809.50.Appeal from judgment or order not appealable as of right 
47. Wis. Stat. 809.15.Record on appeal 
48. Wis. Stat. 893.59.Actions concerning damage to highway or railroad grade 
49. Wis. Stat. 893.91.Action for expenses related to a forest fire 
50. Wis. Stat. 893.74.School district; contesting validity 
51. Wis. Stat. 893.76.Order to repair or remove building or restore site; contesting 
52. Wis. Stat. 973.18.Notice of rights to appeal and representation 
53. Wis. Stat. 756.18 to 756.21.Renumbered 968.505 to 968.53 by S.Ct. Order 96-08, eff. 
July 1, 1997 
54. Wis. Stat. 756.11 to 756.14.Renumbered 968.41 to 968.44 and amended by S.Ct. 
Order 96-08, eff. July 1, 1997 
55. Wis. Stat. 756.147, 756.15.Renumbered 968.46, 968.47 by S.Ct. Order 96-08, eff. 
July 1, 1997 
56. Wis. Stat. 756.16, 756.17.Renumbered 968.48, 968.50 and amended by S.Ct. Order 
96-08, eff. July 1, 1997 
57. Wis. Stat. 809.43.Number of briefs 
58. Wis. Stat. 909.03.Subscribing witness' testimony unnecessary 
59. Wis. Stat. 801.59.Assigned judge 
60. Wis. Stat. 756.255.Leave of absence 
61. Wis. Stat. 807.08.Borrowing court files regulated 
62. Wis. Stat. 809.23.Publication of opinions 
63. Wis. Stat. 808.04.Time for appeal to the court of appeals 
64. Wis. Stat. 802.10.Calendar practice 
65. Wis. Stat. 893.75.Limitation of action attacking municipal contracts 
66. Wis. Stat. 885.27.Repealed by S.Ct. Order dated April 27, 1983, eff. July 1, 1983 
67. Wis. Stat. 18.13.Suits against the state 
68. Wis. Stat. 809.21.Summary disposition 
69. SCRCh. 81, Refs & Annos 
70. SCRCh. 70, Refs & Annos 
71. Wis. Stat. 905.12.Privileged matter disclosed under compulsion or without 
opportunity 10 claim privilege 
72. Wis. Stat. 809.70.Original action 
73. Wis. Stat. 96 1.555.Forfeiture proceedings 
74. Wis. Stat. 802.06.Defenses and objection; when and how presented; by pleading or 
motion; motion for judgment on the pleadings 
75. Wis. Stat. 801.15.Time 
76. Wis. Stat. 893.41.Breach of contract to marry; action to recover property 
77. Wis. Stat. 893.85.Action concerning old-age assistance lien 
78. Wis. Stat. 809.16.Repealed by S.Ct. Order 00-02, §20, eff. July 1, 2001 
79. Wis. Stat. 23.77.Jury trial 
80. Wis. Stat. 893.62.Action concerning usury 
81. Wis. Stat. 907.07.Readingof report by expert 
82. Wis. Stat. 801.13.Summons; when deemed served 
83. Wis. Stat. 756.30.Penalties 
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84. SCRCh. 10, Refs & Annos 
85. Wis. Stat. 901.02.Purpose and construction 
86. Wis. Stat. 806.03.Judgment on admitted claim; order to satisfy 
87. SCR 71.04.Transcripts 
88. Wis. Stat. 893.63.Actions on cashier's check, certified check, or bank money order 
89. Wis. Stat. 801.57.Repealed by 1983 Act 228, §12, eff. July 1, 1984 
90. Wis. Stat. 351.10.Appeals 
91. Wis. Stat. 814.49.Costs on dismissal for lack of jurisdiction or stay of proceedings 
92. Wis. Stat. 904.09.Payment of medical and similar expenses 
93. Wis. Stat. 905.07.Political vote 
94. Wis. Stat. 821.08.Power to certify 
95. Wis. Stat. 968.45.Witness rights; transcripts 
96. Wis. Stat. 969.001. Definitions 
97. Wis. Stat. 968.505.Procedure upon discharge of grand jury 
98. Wis. Stat. 968.47.District attorney, when to attend 
99. Wis. Stat. 344.05.Courts to report nonpayment of certain judgments 
100. Wis. Stat. 779.30.Undertaking by intervenor; procedure 
101. Wis. Stat. 799.03.Definition 
102. Wis. Stat. 972.10.Order of trial 
103. Wis. Stat. 809.32.No merit reports 
104. Wis. Stat. 806.02.Default judgment 
105. Wis. Stat. 893.7J.County seat; contesting change 
106. Wis. Stat. 801.60.Repealed by 1983 Act 228, §13, eff. July 1, 1984 
107. Wis. Stat. 968.51.lndictment not to be disclosed 
108. Wis. Stat. Wis. Stat. 885.40.Applicability 
109. Wis. Stat. 807.09.Conciliators 
110. Wis. Stat. 806.14.Enforcement of real estate judgment in other counties 
111. Wis. Stat. 801.14.Service and filing of pleadings and other papers 
112. Wis. Stat. 885.44.Videotape deposition procedure 
113. Wis. Stat. 807.13.Telephone and audiovisual proceedings 
114. Wis. Stat. 17.15.Removals; other officers 
115. Wis. Stat. 908.06.Attacking and supporting credibility of declarant 
116. Wis. Stat. 968.52.Votes not to be disclosed 
117. Wis. Stat. 968.44.Witnesses 
118. Wis. Stat. 968.42.Presiding juror and clerk 
119. Wis. Stat. 808.075.Permitted court actions pending appeal 
120. Wis. Stat. 51.20.Involuntary commitment for treatment 
121. Wis. Stat. 803.06.Misjoinder and nonjoinder of parties 
122. Wis. Stat. 893.50.Other actions 
123. Wis. Stat. 893.60.What actions not affected 
124. Wis. Stat. 906.10.Religious beliefs or opinions 
125. Wis. Stat. 893.20.Application to alien enemy 
126. Wis. Stat. 885.46.Videotape custody and preservation 
127. Wis. Stat. 910.08.Functions of judge and jury 
128. Wis. Stal.781.01.Extraordinary remedy as final judgment or provisional remedy 
129. Wis. Stat. 901.01.Scope 
130. Wis. Stat. 904.06.Habit; routine practice 
131. Wis. Stat. 904.08.Compromise and offers to compromise 
132. Wis. Stat. 911.01. Applicability of rules of evidence 
133. Wis. Stat. 967.04.Depositions in criminal proceedings 
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134. Wis. Stat. 809.25.Costs and fees 
135. Wis. Stat. 809.64.Reconsideration 
136. Wis. Stat. 905.11.Waiver of privilege by voluntary disclosure 
137. Wis. Stat.756.07.lnsufficient jurors 
138. SCRCh. 11, Refs & Annos 
139. Wis. Stat. 885.47.Videotape playback equipment 
140. Wis. Stat. 968.41.Oath or affirmation of grand jurors 
141. Wis. Stat. 809.107.Appeals in proceedings related to termination of parental rights 
142. Wis. Stat. 805.16.Time for motions after verdict 
143. Wis. Stat. 801.58.Substitution of judge 
144. Wis. Stat. 893.77.Validity of municipal obligation 
145. Wis. Stat. 893.65.Bank bills not affected 
146. Wis. Stat. 941.03, 941.04.Repealed by 1987 Act 399, §§472zkLe, 472zkLg, eff. Jan. 
1. 1989 
147. Wis. Stat. 941.03, 941.04.Repealed by 1987 Act 399, §§472zkLe, 472zkLg, eff. Jan. 
1, 1989 
148. Wis. Stat. 811.08.Officer's return 
149. Wis. Stat. 821.01.Power to answer 
150. Wis. Stat. 893.61.Contract for payment of money; governmental subdivisions 
151. Wis. Stat. 885.45.Videotape costs; depositions and trials 
152. Wis. Stat. 906.04.Interpreters 
153. Wis. Stat. 801.03.Jurisdiction; definitions 
154. Wis. Stat. 799.207.Proceedings before circuit court commissioner 
155. Wis. Stat. 809.10.lnitiating the appeal 
156. Wis. Stat. 804.05.Depositions upon oral examination 
157. Wis. Stat. 804.12.Failure to make discovery; sanctions 
158. Wis. Stat. 808.07.Relief pending appeal 
159. Wis. Stat. 345.48.Reporting pending appeal 
160. Wis. Stat. 893.21.Effect of military exemption from civil process 
161. Wis. Stat. 809.41.Motion for 3-judge panel or hearing in county of origin 
162. Wis. Stat. 939.47.Necessity 
163. Wis. Stat.756.001.State policy on jury service; opportunity and obligation to serve 
as Juror 
164. Wis. Stat.779.29.lntervention 
165. Wis. Stat. 751.09.Referral of issues of fact and damages 
166. Wis. Stat. 48.15.Jurisdiction of other courts to determine legal custody 
167. Wis. Stat. 893.05.Relation of statute of limitations to right and remedy 
168. Wis. Stat. 809.52.Temporary relief 
169. Wis. Stat. 809.17.Expedited appeals program, voluntary alternative dispute 
resolution and presubmission conference 
170. Wis. Stat. 806.06.Rendition, perfection and entry of judgment 
171. Wis. Stat. 30.30.Municipal authority to make harbor improvements 
172. Wis. Stat. 809.01.Definitions 
173. Wis. Stat. 885.42.When available 
174. Wis. Stat. 910.01.Definitions 
175. Wis. Stat. 893.46.Acknowledgment, who not bound by 
176. Wis. Stat. 902.03.County and municipal ordinances; administrative rules of state and 
federal agencies 
177. Wis. Stat. 801.09.Summons, contents of 
178. Wis. Stat. 804.01.General provisions governing discovery 
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179. Ch. 893, Subch. III, Refs & Annos 
180. Wis. Stat. 893.42.Action on a judgment of court not of record 
181. Wis. Stat. 343.325.Courts to report appeals; when appeal stays suspension, 
revocation or disqualification 
182. SCRCh. 71, Refs & Annos 
183. Wis. Stat. 893.10.Actions, time for commencing 
184. Wis. Stat. 893.56.Health care providers; minors actions 
185. Wis. Stat. 968.48.Attendance; absence; excuse; number required for grand jury 
session; number required to concur in indictment 
186. Wis. Stat. 968.43.Reporter;salary; assistant 
187. Wis. Stat. 939.25.Criminal negligence 
188. Wis. Stat. 799.04.Relation of this chapter to other procedural rules 
189. Wis. Stat. 893.47.Actions against parties jointly liable 
190. Wis. Stat. 906.05.Competency of judge as witness 
191. Wis. Stat. 893.92.Action for contribution 
192. Wis. Stat. 879.31.Relief from judgment or order 
193. Wis. Stat. 939.24.Criminal recklessness 
194. Wis. Stat. 979.05.lnquests: procedure 
195. Wis. Stat. 801.53.Determination of motion for change of venue 
196. Wis. Stat.756.08.Oaths and affirmations 
197. Wis. Stat.799.29.Default judgments 
198. Wis. Stat. 971.04.Defendant to be present 
199. Wis. Stat. 17.27.Vacancies in other offices; how filled 
201. Wis. Stat. 910.03.Admissibility of duplicates 
202. Wis. Stat. 806.05.Declaratory judgments against obscene matter 
203. Wis. Stat. 805.14.Motions challenging sufficiency of evidence; motions after verdict 
204. Wis. Stat. 905.06.Communications to members of clergy 
205. Wis. Stat. 893.48.Payment, effect of, not altered 
206. Wis. Stat. 939.44.Adequate provocation 
207. Wis. Stat. 807.07.Irregularities and lack of jurisdiction over the parties waived on 
appeal; jurisdiction exercised; transfer to proper court 
208. Wis. Stat. 893.35.Action to recover personal property 
209. Wis. Stat. 893.70.Action against certain officials 
210. Wis. Stat.756.05.Jury summons, when and how issued 
211. Wis. Stat. 907.03.Bases of opinion testimony by experts 
212. Wis. Stat. 879.45.Jury trials, practice 
213. Wis. Stat. 905.09.Law enforcement records 
214. Wis. Stat. 940.08.Homicide by negligent handling of dangerous weapon, explosives 
or fire 
215. Wis. Stat.799.11.Venue 
216. Wis. Stat. 808.03.Appeals to the court of appeals 
217. Wis. Stat. 801.50.Venue in civil actions or special proceedings 
218. Wis. Stat. 804.09.Production of documents and things and entry upon land for 
inspection and other purposes 
2 18. Wis. Stat. 893.12.Advance payment of damages; limitation extended 
219. Wis. Stat. 905.08.Trade secrets 
220. Wis. Stat. 939.46.Coercion 
221. Wis. Stat. 809.71.Supervisory writ 
222. Wis. Stat. 346.62.Reckless driving 
223. Wis. Stat. 801.16.Filing 
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224. Wis. Stat. 906.03.Oath or affirmation 
225. Wis. Stat.756.25.Juror fees and mileage 
226. Wis. Stat. 801.08.0bjection to personal jurisdiction 
227. Wis. Stat. 974.06.Postconviction procedure 
228. Wis. Stat. 802.08.Summary judgment 
229. Wis. Stat. 893.15.Effect of an action in a non-Wisconsin forum on a Wisconsin 
cause of action 
230. Wis. Stat. 893.11.Extension of time if no person to sue 
231. Wis. Stat. 807.03.Orders, how vacated and modified 
232. Wis. Stat. 807.02.Motions, where heard; stay of proceedings 
233. Wis. Stat. 801.10.Summons, by whom served 
234. Wis. Stat. 971.17.Commitment of persons found not guilty by reason of mental 
disease or mental defect 
235. Wis. Stat. 904.11.Liability insurance 
236. Wis. Stat. 809.62.Petition for review 
237. Wis. Stat. 971.14.Competency proceedings 
238. Wis. Stat. 893.17.Transition; limitation if disability exists; temporary 
239. Wis. Stat. 893.72.Actions contesting special assessment 
240. Wis. Stat. 801.06.Personal jurisdiction, grounds for without service of summons 
241. Wis. Stat. 804.07.Use of depositions in court proceedings 
242. Wis. Stat. 804.08.Interrogatories to parties 
243. Wis. Stat. 972.12.Sequestration of jurors 
244. Wis. Stat. 17.16.Removals; definition; procedure; disqualification 
245. Wis. Stat. 801.02.Commencement of action 
246. Wis. Stat. 972.02.Jury trial; waiver 
247. Wis. Stat. 893.58.Actions concerning seduction 
248. Wis. Stat. 904.10.Offer to plead guilty; no contest; withdrawn plea of guilty 
249. Wis. Stat. 906.15.Exclusion of witnesses 
250. Wis. Stat. 973.076.Forfeiture proceedings 
251. Wis. Stat. 345.43.Jury trial 
252. Wis. Stat. 801.12.Jurisdiction in rem or quasi in rem, manner of serving summons 
for; notice of object of action 
253. Wis. Stat. 802.02.General rules of pleading 
254. Wis. Stat. 893.03.Presenting claims 
255. Wis. Stat. 799.05.Summons 
256. Wis. Stat. 808.10.Review by the supreme court 
257. Wis. Stat. 893.23.When action stayed 
258. Wis. Stat. 907.06.Court appointed experts 
259. Wis. Stat. 809.18.Voluntary dismissal 
260. Wis. Stat. 807.10.Settlements in behalf of minors or individuals adjudicated 
incompetent; judgments 
261. Wis. Stat. 801.07.Jurisdiction in rem or quasi in rem, grounds for generally 
262. Wis. Stat. 893.87.General limitation of action in favor of the state 
263. Wis. Stat. 893.32.Entry upon real estate, when valid as interruption of adverse 
possession 
264. Wis. Stat. 893.14.Limitation on use of a right of action as a defense or counterclaim 
265. Wis. Stat. 801.63.Stay of proceeding to permit trial in a foreign forum 
266. Wis. Stat. 781.04.Habeas corpus 
267. Wis. Stat. 809.51.Supervisory writ and original jurisdiction to issue prerogative writ 
268. Wis. Stat. 905.03.Lawyer-client privilege 
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269. Wis. Stat. 118.29.Administration of drugs to pupils and emergency care 
270. Wis. Stat. 905.13.Comment upon or inference from claim of privilege; instruction 
271. Wis. Stat. 907.05.Disclosure of facts or data underlying expert opinion 
272. Wis. Stat. 972.04.Exercise of challenges 
273. Wis. Stat. 48.46.New evidence; relief from judgment terminating parental rights 
274. Wis. Stat. 48.41.Voluntary consent to termination of parental rights 
275. Wis. Stat. 906.02.Lack of personal knowledge 
276. Wis. Stat. 893.49.Payment by one not to affect others 
277. Wis. Stat. 893.27.Adverse possession; founded on recorded title claim and payment 
of taxes 
278. Wis. Stat. 941.20.Endangering safety by use of dangerous weapon 
279. Wis. Stat. 801.54.Discretionary transfer of civil actions to tribal court 
280. Wis. Stat. 893.22.Limitation in case of death 
281. Wis. Stat. 973.20.Restitution 
282. Wis. Stat. 893.53.Action for injury to character or other rights 
283. Wis. Stat. 905.02.Required reports privileged by statute 
284. Wis. Stat. 908.05.Hearsay within hearsay 
285. Wis. Stat. 940.24.lnjury by negligent handling of dangerous weapon, explosives or 
fire 
286. Wis. Stat. 801.11.Personal jurisdiction, manner of serving summons for 
287. Wis. Stat. 910.06.Summaries 
288. Wis. Stat. 893.64.Actions upon accounts 
289. Wis. Stat. 893.45.Acknowledgment or new promise 
290. Wis. Stat. 979.04.lnquests: when called 
291. Wis. Stat. 893.18.Transition; persons under disability 
292. Wis. Stat. 968.53.When testimony may be disclosed 
293. Wis. Stat. 807.12.Suing by fictitious name or as unknown; partners' names unknown 
294. Wis. Stat. 893.13.Tolling of statutes of limitation 
295. Wis. Stat. 907.04.Opinion on ultimate issue 
296. Wis. Stat. 977.07.Determination of indigency 
297. Wis. Stat. 908.02.Hearsay rule 
298. Wis. Stat. 805.15.New trials 
299. Wis. Stat. 904.05.Methods of proving character 
300. Wis. Stat. 905.01.Privileges recognized only as provided 
301. Wis. Stat. 904.085.Communications in mediation 
302. Wis. Stat. 801.51.Challenges to improper venue 
303. Wis. Stat. 879.27.Appeals 
304. Wis. Stat. 906.14.Calling and interrogation of witnesses by judge 
305. Wis. Stat. 807.06.Copy of paper may be used, when 
306. Wis. Stat. 902.02.Uniform judicial notice of foreign law act 
307. Wis. Stat. 901.07.Remainder of or related writings or recorded statements 
308. Wis. Stat. I02.23.Judicial review 
309. Wis. Stat. 971.165.Trial of actions upon plea of not guilty by reason of mental 
disease or defect 
310. 908.03. Wis. Stat. Hearsay exceptions; availability of declarant immaterial 
311. Wis. Stat. 805.01.Jury trial of right 
312. Wis. Stat. 973.19.Motion to modify sentence 
313. Wis. Stat. 752.31. Disposition of cases 
314. Wis. Stat. 902.01.Judicial notice of adjudicative facts 
315. Wis. Stat.756.06.Jury selection 
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                  316. Wis. Stat. 904.07.Subsequent remedial measures 
317. Wis. Stat. 19.97.Enforcement 
318. Wis. Stat. 973.15.Sentence, terms, escapes 
319. Wis. Stat.756.03.Excuse; deferral 
320. Wis. Stat. 802.12.Alternative dispute resolution 
321. Wis. Stat. 904.12.Statement of injured; admissibility; copies 
322. Wis. Stat. 893.40.Action on judgment or decree; court of record 
323. Wis. Stat. 68.13.Judicial review 
324. Wis. Stat. 802.09.Amended and supplemental pleadings 
325. Wis. Stat. 906.01.General rule of competency 
326. Wis. Stat.910.05.Public records 
327. Wis. Stat. 906.12.Writing used to refresh memory 
328. Wis. Stat. 968.50.Report progress and return indictments 
329. Wis. Stat. 901.06.Limited admissibility 
330. Wis. Stat. 893.57.Intentional torts 
331. Wis. Stat. 893.07.Application of foreign statutes of limitation 
332. Wis. Stat. 940.10.Homicide by negligent operation of vehicle 
333. Wis. Stat. 972.03.Peremptory challenges 
334. Ch. 893, Refs & Annos 
335. Wis. Stat. 893.02.Action, when commenced 
336. Wis. Stat. 968.40.Grand jury 
337. Wis. Stat. 939.23.Criminal intent 
338. Wis. Stat.910.02.Requirement of original 
339. Wis. Stat. 788.03.Court order to arbitrate; procedure 
340. Wis. Stat. 970.01.lnitial appearance before a judge 
341. Wis. Stat. 801.52.Discretionary change of venue 
342. Wis. Stat. 893.44.Compensation for personal service 
343. Wis. Stat. 906.07.Who may impeach 
344. Wis. Stat. 940.06.Second-degree reckless homicide 
345. Wis. Stat. 943.70.Computer crimes 
346. Wis. Stat. 805.11.Objections; exceptions 
347. Wis. Stat. 893.16.Person under disability 
348. Wis. Stat. 804.03.Persons before whom depositions may be taken 
349. Wis. Stat. 893.29.No adverse possession against the state or political subdivisions 
350. Wis. Stat. 940.03.Felony murder 
351. Wis. Stat. 977.05.State public defender 
352. Wis. Stat. 893.19.Limitation when person out of state 
353. Wis. Stat. 814.29.Security for costs, service and fees for indigents 
354. Wis. Stat. 804.02.Perpetuation of testimony by deposition 
355. Wis. Stat. 905.05.Husband-wife and domestic partner privilege 
356. Wis. Stat. 879.23.Guardian ad litem 
357. Wis. Stat. 893.31.Tenant's possession that of landlord 
358. Wis. Stat. 804.06.Depositions upon written questions 
359. Wis. Stat. 893.33.Action concerning real estate 
360. Wis. Stat. 893.52.Action for damages for injury to property 
361. Wis. Stat. 803.04.Permissive joinder of parties 
362. Wis. Stat. 940.23.Reckless injury 
363. Wis. Stat. 939.22.Words and phrases defined 
364. Wis. Stat. 48.235.Guardian ad litem 
365. Wis. Stat. 805.13.Jury instructions; note-taking; form of verdict 
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366. Wis. Stat. 809.83.Penalties for delay or noncompliance with rules 
367. Wis. Stat.756.02.Juror qualifications 
368. Wis. Stat. 804.10.Physical and mental examination of parties; inspection of medical 
documents 
369. Wis. Stat. 968.04.Warrant or summons on complaint 
370. Wis. Stat. 908.04.Hearsay exceptions; declarant unavailable; definition of 
unavailability 
371. Wis. Stat. 801.04.Jurisdictional requirements for judgments against persons, status 
and things 
372. Wis. Stat. 48.42.Procedure 
373. Wis. Stat. 59.40.Clerk of court 
374. Wis. Stat. 48.23.Right to counsel 
375. Wis. Stat. 941.30.Recklessly endangering safety 
376. Wis. Stat. 90l.04.Preliminary questions 
377. Wis. Stat. 893.30.Presumption from legal title 
378. Wis. Stat. 814.10.Taxation of costs 
379. Wis. Stat. 48.43.Court orders; contents and effect; review 
380. Wis. Stat. 905.10.ldentity of informer 
381. Wis. Stat. 893.28.Prescriptive rights by adverse user 
382. Wis. Stat. 909.02.Self-authentication 
383. Wis. Stat. 893.01.Civil actions; objection as to time of commencing 
384. Wis. Stat. 906.08.Evidence of character and conduct of witness 
385. Wis. Stat. 893.04.Computation of period within which action may be commenced 
386. Wis. Stat. 19.32.Definitions 
387. Wis. Stat. 903.03.Presumptions in criminal cases 
388. Wis. Stat. 940.05.Second-degree intentional homicide 
389. Wis. Stat.757.69.Powers and duties of circuit court commissioners 
390. Wis. Stat. 939.48.Self-defense and defense of others 
391. Wis. Stat. 904.02.Relevant evidence generally admissible; irrelevant evidence 
inadmissible 
392. Wis. Stat. 62.23.City planning 
393. Wis. Stat. 909.01.General provision 
394. Wis. Stat. 907.01.Opinion testimony by lay witnesses 
395. Wis. Stat. 906.13.Prior statements of witnesses 
396. Wis. Stat. 909.015.General provision; illustrations 
397. Wis. Stat. 756.04.Prospective juror lists; number; how compiled 
398. Wis. Stat. 802.0 1.Pleadings allowed; form of motions 
399. Wis. Stat. 940.19.Battery; substantial battery; aggravated battery 
400. Wis. Stat. 910.04.Admissibility of other evidence of contents 
401. Wis. Stat. 803.02.Joinder of claims and remedies 
402. Wis. Stat. 906.09.Impeachment by evidence of conviction of crime or adjudication 
of delinquency 
403. Wis. Stat. 893.55.Medical malpractice; limitation of actions; limitation of damages; 
itemization of damages 
404. Wis. Stat. 893.43.Action on contract 
405. Wis. Stat. 893.82.Claims against state employees; notice of claim; limitation of 
damages 
406. Wis. Stat. 805.08.Jurors 
407. Wis. Stat. 940.02.First-degree reckless homicide 
408. Wis. Stat. 801.01.Kinds of proceedings; scope of chs. 801 to 847 
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409. Wis. Stat. 803.03.Joinder of persons needed for just and complete adjudication 
410. Wis. Stat. 893.54.Injury to the person 
411. Wis. Stat. 901.03.Rulings on evidence 
412. Wis. Stat. 905.04.Physician-patient, registered nurse-patient, chiropractor-patient, 
psychologist-patient, social worker-patient, marriage and family therapist-patient, 
podiatrist-patient and professional counselor-patient privilege 
413. Wis. Stat. 803.0 1.Parties plaintiff and defendant; capacity 
414. Wis. Stat. 906.11.Mode and order of interrogation and presentation 
415. Wis. Stat. 908.045.Hearsay exceptions; declarant unavailable 
416. Wis. Stat. 968.12.Search warrant 
417. Wis. Stat. 893.93.Miscellaneous actions 
418. Wis. Stat. 906.06.Competency of juror as witness 
419. Wis. Stat. 904.0 1.Definition of "relevant evidence" 
420. Wis. Stat. 903.01.Presumptions in general 
421. Wis. Stat. 970.03.Preliminary examination 
422. Wis. Stat. 908.01.Definitions 
423. Wis. Stat. 805.17.Trial to the court 
424. Wis. Stat. 813.02.Temporary injunction; when granted 
425. Wis. Stat. 972.01.Jury; civil rules applicable 
426. Wis. Stat. 806.01.Judgment 
427. Wis. Stat. 904.03.Exclusion of relevant evidence on grounds of prejudice, confusion, 
or waste of time 
428. Wis. Stat. 907.02.Testimony by experts 
429. Wis. Stat. 806.04.Uniform declaratory judgments act 
430. Wis. Stat. 973.09.Probation 
431. Wis. Stat. 805.18.Mistakes and omissions; harmless error 
432. Wis. Stat. 801.05.Personal jurisdiction, grounds for generally 
433. Wis. Stat. 893.25.Adverse possession, not founded on written instrument 
434. Wis. Stat. 893.26.Adverse possession, founded on recorded written instrument 
435. Wis. Stat. 893.80.Claims against governmental bodies or officers, agents or 
employees; notice of injury; limitation of damages and suits 
436. Wis. Stat. 904.04.Character evidence not admissible to prove conduct; exceptions; 
other crimes 
437. Wis. Stat. 940.01.First-degree intentional homicide 
438. Wis. Stat. 990.00 I .Construction of laws; rules for 
439. Wis. Stat. 805.12.Special verdicts 
440. Wis. Stat. 806.07.Relief from judgment or order 
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Appendix B 
758.13. Judicial council 

(1) Membership; appointment; terms. (a)There is created a judicial council of 21 members as follows: 
 

1. One supreme cour1justice designated by the supreme court. 
 

2. One court of appeals judge designated by the court of appeals. 
 

3. The director of state courts or his or her designee. 
 

4. Four circuit judges designated by the judicial conference. 
 

S. The chairpersons of the senate and the assembly committees dealing with judicial affairs or a member of 
each such committee designated by the respective chairperson. 

 
6. The attorney general or his or her designee. 

 
7. The chief of the legislative reference bureau or his or her designee. 

 
8. The deans of the law schools of the University of Wisconsin and Marquette University or a member of 
the respective law school faculties designated by the deans. 

 
9. The state public defender or his or her designee. 

 
10. The president-elect of the State Bar of Wisconsin or a member of the board of governors of the state bar 
designated by the president-elect. 

 
11. Three additional members of the state bar selected by the state bar to serve 3-year terms. 

 
12. One district attorney appointed by the governor. 

 
13. Two citizens at large appointed by the governor to serve 3-year terms. 

 
(b) The names of the judicial council members shall be certified to the secretary of state by the judicial 
council attorney. Members shall hold office until their successors have been selected.  Members shall receive 
no compensation, but shall be reimbursed from the appropriation made by s. 20. 670(1) for expenses 
necessarily incurred by members in attending council meetings. 

 
(2) Powers and duties. The council shall: 

 
(a) Observe and study the rules of pleading, practice and procedure, and advise the supreme court as to 
changes which will, in the council's judgment, simplify procedure and promote a speedy determination of 
litigation upon its merits. 

 
(b) Survey and study the organization, jurisdiction and methods of administration and operation of all the 
courts of this state. 

 
(d) Receive, consider and in its  discretion  investigate suggestions  from any source  pertaining to  the 
administration of justice and to make recommendations. 

 
(e) Keep advised concerning the decisions of the courts relating to the procedure and practice therein and 
concerning pending legislation affecting the organization, jurisdiction, operation, procedure and practice of 
the courts. 

 
(f) Recommend to the legislature any changes in the organization, jurisdiction, operation and methods of 
conducting the business of the courts, including statutes governing pleading, practice, procedure and related matters, 
which can be put into effect only by legislative action. 

(g) Recommend to the supreme court, legislature and governor any changes in the organization, operation 
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and methods of conducting the business of the cour1s that will improve the efficiency and effectiveness of 
the court system and result in cost savings. 

 
 
 
 

(3) Organization. (a) The council shall elect a chairperson and vice chairperson. 
 

(b) The council may promulgate and modify rules for the conduct of its proceedings in the exercise of its powers. 
The council may meet at such time and place as it determines but at least once every 3 months. t shall meet upon call of 
the chairperson or a call signed by 5 members of the council. Eleven members shall constitute a quorum. 

 
(c) The council may appoint regular and special committees of its members to investigate and report upon any 
matters relating t o  its duties. The council or any committee thereof when so authorized by the council is 
empowered to hold public hearings at such times and places within the state as may be determined. Any member 
of the council or any committee thereof shall have the power to administer oaths to persons testifying before 
the council or committee. By subpoena issued over the signature of its chairperson or acting chairperson and 
served in the manner in which circuit court subpoenas are served, the council or any committee when authorized by the council, 
may summon and compel the attendance of witnesses. If any witnesses subpoenaed to appear before the council o r  
committee thereof refuse to appear or answer inquiries propounded, the council or committee shall report the 
facts to the circuit court of Dane county and the court shall compel obedience to the subpoena. 

 
(e) The council may call upon any department of the state or any county or municipality  thereof or any 
court for such facilities and data as may be available, and such departments, counties. municipalities and 
courts shall cooperate with the council to the fullest extent. 

 
(l) The council may make such reports as it deems proper or as are requested by the legislature or the 
supreme court. The council may publish such reports as it considers necessary. 

 

(g) 1. In this paragraph: 
 

a. "Candidate" has the meaning given in s. 11.01(1). 
 

b. "Contribution" has the meaning given in s. 11.01(6). 
 

c. ''Local office'' has the meaning given in s. 5.02(9). 
 

d. "State office" has the meaning give in s. 5.02(23). 
 

2. The judicial council may appoint outside of the classified service an attorney, who is a member in good 
standing of the Stale Bar of Wisconsin, who shall be strictly nonpartisan, and who shall not make a contribution to 
a candidate for state office or local office while employed by the judicial council, to provide staff services to  the  
council. 
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Appendix C 
 

Current Members of the Wisconsin Judicial Council 
 

Thomas W. Bertz, Judicial Council Chair 
Partner (Retired), Anderson, O'Brien, Bertz, 

Skrenes & Golla 
Stevens Point, WI 

 
Hon. Brian W. Blanchard, Vice Chair 
Judge, Court of Appeals - District IV 
Madison, WI 

 
Hon. Michael R. Fitzpatrick 
Judge, Rock County Circuit Court 
Janesville, WI 

Steven Wright 
Assist Professor 
Univ. of Wisconsin Law School 
Madison, WI 

 
Thomas  L. Shriner, Jr. 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP 
Milwaukee, WI 

 
Hon. Robert  P. Van De Hey 
Judge, Grant County Circuit Court 
Lancaster, WI 

 
William C. Gleisner 
Attorney, Pitman, Kalkhoff, Sicula & Dentice 
Milwaukee, WI 

 
Chuck M. Stertz 
Assist. District Attorney, Outagamie County 
Appleton, WI 
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