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1340	STOP: FOR SCHOOL BUS LOADING OR UNLOADING CHILDREN


The driver of a vehicle that approaches from the front or rear of any school bus that has stopped on a street or highway when the bus1 is displaying flashing red warning lights shall stop the vehicle not less than 20 feet from the bus and shall remain stopped until the bus resumes motion or the bus driver extinguishes the flashing red warning lights.






NOTES

1. This instruction only applies when the bus is equipped with a 360-degree flashing white strobe light having a flashrate of 60 to 120 per minute and either flashing red warning lights or flashing red and amber warning lights as provided in § 347.25(2). 

COMMENT

The instruction and comment were approved by the Committee in 1980. It was revised in 1989 and 2008. This revision was approved by the Committee in September 2024; it modified the instruction based on 2013 Wisconsin Act 96 [effective date: December 15, 2013].

For the statutory section authorizing municipalities to create an ordinance regulating the use of flashing red or amber warning lights by school bus operators, see Wis. Stat. § 349.21, “Authority to regulate school bus warning lights.”

Per Wis. Stat. § 346.48(3)

“If the operator of a motor vehicle overtakes a school bus which is stopped and is loading or unloading pupils or other authorized passengers at an intersection on the right side of a roadway in a business or residence district in which the display of the flashing red or amber warning lights on the school bus is not permitted, the operator shall pass at a safe distance to the left of the school bus and shall not turn to the right in front of the school bus at that intersection.”

If the bus stopped in an excepted place, some consideration should be given to instructing on the absence of the requirement of stopping and remaining stopped to negate any possibility that a juror could conclude that the driver was negligent because he or she overtook a stopped school bus. 

See Wis. Stat. § 346.48(1) and (2) for the duty of the school bus driver to:

(1)	stop and display lights when approaching another school bus,
(2)	actuate lights at least 100 feet before stopping to load or unload,
(3)	not to use red flashing lights. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]See Wis. Stat. § 346.48(1) for the obligation of an operator of a vehicle proceeding in the opposite direction on a divided highway.
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