1523 WIS JI-CRIMINAL 1523

1523 WIRE FRAUD AGAINST A FINANCIAL INSTITUTION! — Wis. Stat. §
943.90
Statutory Definition of the Crime
Wire fraud against a financial institution, as defined in § 943.90 of the Criminal Code
of Wisconsin, is committed by one who (transmits) (causes to be transmitted) electrically,
electromagnetically, or by light any signal, writing, image, sound, or data for the purpose
of committing a financial crime.
State’s Burden of Proof
Before you may find the defendant guilty of this offense, the State must prove by
evidence which satisfies you beyond a reasonable doubt that the following two elements
were present.
Elements of the Crime That the State Must Prove
1. The defendant (transmitted) (caused to be transmitted) electrically,
electromagnetically, or by light a signal, writing, image, sound, or data.
2. The defendant did so for the purpose of (committing) (attempting to commit)?

(conspiring to commit)? a financial crime*, namely: (specify the intended financial

crime®).

ADD THE FOLLOWING CONCERNING THE ELEMENTS OF THE
ALLEGED FINANCIAL CRIME UNDERLYING THE WIRE-FRAUD
CHARGE AS IDENTIFIED IN THE UNIFORM INSTRUCTION. ADD
DEFINITIONS FROM THE UNIFORM INSTRUCTIONS AS NECESSARY
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The State alleges that the defendant committed the crime of (specify the

financial crime). The State must prove by evidence which satisfies you
beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant committed the crime of (specify

the financial crime).

The crime of (specify the financial crime) is committed by one who:

Jury’s Decision
If you are satisfied beyond a reasonable doubt that both elements of this offense have
been proved, you should find the defendant guilty.

If you are not so satisfied, you must find the defendant not guilty.

COMMENT
Wis JI-Criminal 1523 was approved by the Committee in June 2026.

Section 943.90 was created by 2005 Wisconsin Act 212 [effective date: April 11, 2006]. The penalty
for committing a violation of 8 943.90 is a Class H felony.

Wis JI-Criminal 1523 is drafted for the offense defined in § 943.90. For violations of other crimes
against financial institutions, see the following Wisconsin Jury Instructions:

For a violation of § 943.82 “fraud against a financial institution,” see Wis JI-Criminal 1512.
For aviolation of § 943.82(2) “false representation as a financial institution,” see Wis JI-Criminal
1514.

For a violation of § 943.87 “robbery of a financial institution,” see Wis JI-Criminal 1522.

For a violation of § 943.895(2)(a)1-2 “money laundering,” see Wis JI-Criminal 1524.

For a violation of § 943.895(2)(a)3 “money laundering,” see Wis JI-Criminal 1525.

For a violation of § 943.895(2)(a)4 “money laundering,” see Wis JI-Criminal 1526.
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1.  Wis. Stat. § 943.80(2) provides that “Financial institution” means a bank, as defined in s.
214.01(1)(c), a savings bank, as defined in s. 214.01(1)(t), a savings and loan association, a trust company,
a credit union, as defined in s. 186.01(2), a mortgage banker, as defined in s. 224.71(3), or a mortgage
broker, as defined in s. 224.71(4), whether chartered under the laws of this state, another state or territory,
or under the laws of the United States; a company that controls, is controlled by, or is under common control
with a bank, a savings bank, a savings and loan association, a trust company, a credit union, a mortgage
banker, or a mortgage broker; or a person licensed under s. 138.09, other than a person who agrees for a fee
to hold a check for a period of time before negotiating or presenting the check for payment and other than
a pawnbroker, as defined in s. 138.10(1)(a).

2. If the case is charged as an attempt, it may be advisable to define “attempt” for the jury. A full
explanation appears in Wis JI-Criminal 580, which should be consulted for a more complete discussion of
the concept.

3. Wis. Stat. § 943.80(1) provides that “‘financial crime’ means a crime under §§ 943.81 to 943.90,
or any other felony committed against a financial institution, including an attempt or conspiracy to commit
one of those crimes.” If the State’s theory is based on an attempted or conspiratorial predicate offense, the
corresponding attempt language—drafted in parentheses throughout the instruction—should be included
when supported by the facts of the case.

If the case is charged as a conspiracy, it may be advisable to define “conspiracy” for the jury. A full
explanation appears in Wis JI-Criminal 570, which should be consulted for a more complete discussion of
the concept.

4. If the alleged “financial crime” is not separately charged, the court should also instruct the jury
on what the State must prove for the specified intended financial crime.

5. Wis. Stat. § 943.80(1) provides “financial crime” has the following meaning:

“‘Financial crime’ means a crime under ss. 943.81 to 943.90 or any other felony committed
against a financial institution or an attempt or conspiracy to commit one of these crimes.”

The crimes included under ss. 943.81 to 943.90 include the following:

943.81 Theft from a financial institution

943.82 Fraud against a financial institution.
943.825 Interference with automated teller machine.
943.83 Loan fraud.

943.84 Transfer of encumbered property.
943.85 Bribery involving a financial institution.
943.86 Extortion against a financial institution.
943.87 Robbery of a financial institution.
943.88 Organizer of financial crimes.

943.89 Mail fraud.

943.895 Money laundering.
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