Start Here: Briefs & Opinion Writing

a list of resources

Rules and Court Procedure

Wisconsin Appellate Courts
Appellate Practice and Procedure in
Wisconsin, by Michael A. Heffernan
State Bar of Wisconsin, 2016-17
Briefs information is in Chapter 11
KFW 2955 W34 A647

Federal Courts - 7th Circuit
Practitioner's Handbook for Appeals to the
United States Court of Appeals for the
Seventh Circuit, 2017 edition

Available online

Federal Courts - Supreme Court
Supreme Court Practice, 10th edition, by
Stephen M. Shapiro and others

Includes rules for written submissions
KF 9057 .S8 2013

Dictionaries

The Oxford English Dictionary
PE 1625 .087 1989

Black's Law Dictionary
K 50 .B53 2014

American Heritage Dictionary of the
English Language
PE 1628 .A623 2011

Prince's Dictionary of Legal Abbreviations,
7th edition, by Mary Miles Prince
KF 246 .B46 D5 2017

Journals

Scribes Journal of Legal Writing
Available through HeinOnline from 1990

Legal Writing: The Journal of the Legal
Writing Institute
Available through HeinOnline from 1991

Legal Communication and Rhetoric, Journal
of the Association of Legal Writing
Directors

Available through Index to Legal
Periodicals from 2011

Brief writing

The amicus brief: how to write it and use it
effectively, by R.W. Simpson and Mary R.
Vasaly

American Bar Association, 2010

KF 251 .R42 2010

The winning brief: 100 tips for persuasive
briefing in trial and appellate courts, by
Bryan A. Garner

KF 251 .G37 2014

A brief guide to brief writing: demystifying
the memorandum of law, by Janet S. Kole
American Bar Association, 2013

KF 251 .K65 2013

Briefs Assistant, State Bar of Wisconsin
https://www.briefassistant.com/home
Provides examples and formatting help

Wisconsin State Law Library
wilawlibrary.gov
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http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/search/?searchtype=X&searcharg=t%3AAppellate+Practice+and+Procedure+in+Wisconsin&SORT=D&extended=0
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/search/?searchtype=X&searcharg=t%3AAppellate+Practice+and+Procedure+in+Wisconsin&SORT=D&extended=0
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/search/?searchtype=X&searcharg=t%3APractitioner%5C%27s+Handbook+for+Appeals+to+the+United+States+Court+of+Appeals&SORT=D&extended=0
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/search/?searchtype=X&searcharg=t%3APractitioner%5C%27s+Handbook+for+Appeals+to+the+United+States+Court+of+Appeals&SORT=D&extended=0
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/search/?searchtype=X&searcharg=t%3APractitioner%5C%27s+Handbook+for+Appeals+to+the+United+States+Court+of+Appeals&SORT=D&extended=0
http://www.ca7.uscourts.gov/forms/Handbook.pdf
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/search/?searchtype=X&searcharg=t%3ASupreme+Court+Practice&SORT=D&extended=0
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/search/X?SEARCH=t%3AThe+Oxford+English+Dictionary
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/search/?searchtype=X&searcharg=t%3ABlack%5C%27s+Law+Dictionary&SORT=D&extended=0
https://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/record=b176151
https://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/record=b176151
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/search/?searchtype=X&searcharg=t%3APrince%5C%27s+Dictionary+of+Legal+Abbreviations&SORT=D&extended=0
https://www.scribes.org/the-journal-of-legal-writing
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/record=b143923
http://www.legalwritingjournal.org/
http://www.legalwritingjournal.org/
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/record=b161782
http://www.alwd.org/lcr/
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/record=b179986
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/record=b179986
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/search/?searchtype=X&searcharg=t%3AThe+amicus+brief%3A+how+to+write+it+and+use+it+effectively&SORT=D&extended=0
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/search/?searchtype=X&searcharg=t%3AThe+amicus+brief%3A+how+to+write+it+and+use+it+effectively&SORT=D&extended=0
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/record=b179940
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/record=b179940
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/record=b178219
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/record=b178219
https://www.briefassistant.com/home
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Opinion writing

Opinion writing
by Ruggero J. Aldisert
KF 250 .A35 2012

Legal opinion letters: a comprehensive
guide to opinion letter practice

edited by M. John Sterba

KF 250 .D73

Judicial opinion writing handbook, by Joyce
J. George
KF 250 .G46 2007

Douglas E. Abrams, References to
Television Programming in Judicial
Opinions and Lawyers' Advocacy, 99 Marg.
L. Rev. 993, 1020 (2016)

Beverly B. Martin, Another Judge's Views
on Writing Judicial Opinions, 51 Dug. L.
Rev. 41, 50 (2013)

Anne E. Mullins, Jedi Or Judge: How the
Human Mind Redefines Judicial Opinions,
16 Wyo. L. Rev. 325, 342 (2016)

Elisha Carol Savchak; Jennifer Barnes
Bowie, A Bottom-up Account of State
Supreme Court Opinion Writing, 37 Just.
Sys. J. 94, 114 (2016)

Ruth C. Vance, Judicial Opinion Writing:
An Annotated Bibliography, 17 Legal
Writing: J. Legal Writing Inst. 197, 232
(2011)

Drafting

Legal drafting in a nutshell, by Thomas R.
Haggard
KF 250 .H33 2007

Hereof, thereof, and everywhereof: a
contrarian quide to legal drafting

by Howard Darmstadter

ABA Section of Business Law, 2008
KF 250 .D37 2008

Legal writing

Legal writing in context
by Sonya G. Bonneau
KF 250 .B66 2017

Legal writing for the rewired brain:
persuading readers in a paperless world, by
Robert Dubose

Texas Lawyer, 2010

KF 250 .D83 2010

The redbook: a manual on legal style, by
Bryan A. Garner
KF 250 .G37 2013

Legal writing by design: a guide to great
briefs and memos

by Teresa J. Reid Rambo

KF 250 .R35 2013

Advanced legal writing: theories and
strategies in persuasive writing, by Michael
R. Smith

Call Number KF250 .S62 2013

Wisconsin State Law Library
wilawlibrary.gov
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http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/record=b192806
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/search/?searchtype=X&searcharg=Legal+opinion+letters%3A+a+comprehensive+guide+to+opinion+letter+practice&SORT=D&extended=0
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/search/?searchtype=X&searcharg=Legal+opinion+letters%3A+a+comprehensive+guide+to+opinion+letter+practice&SORT=D&extended=0
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/record=b160176
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/marqlr99&i=1019&a=d2ljb3VydHMuZ292
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/marqlr99&i=1019&a=d2ljb3VydHMuZ292
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/marqlr99&i=1019&a=d2ljb3VydHMuZ292
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/duqu51&i=49&a=d2ljb3VydHMuZ292
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/duqu51&i=49&a=d2ljb3VydHMuZ292
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/wylr16&i=349&a=d2ljb3VydHMuZ292
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/wylr16&i=349&a=d2ljb3VydHMuZ292
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/jusj37&i=97&a=d2ljb3VydHMuZ292
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/jusj37&i=97&a=d2ljb3VydHMuZ292
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/jlwriins17&i=241&a=d2ljb3VydHMuZ292
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/jlwriins17&i=241&a=d2ljb3VydHMuZ292
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/search/?searchtype=X&searcharg=t%3ALegal+drafting+in+a+nutshell&SORT=D&extended=0
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/search/?searchtype=X&searcharg=t%3AHereof%2C+thereof%2C+and+everywhereof%3A+a+contrarian+guide+to+legal+drafting&SORT=D&extended=0
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/search/?searchtype=X&searcharg=t%3AHereof%2C+thereof%2C+and+everywhereof%3A+a+contrarian+guide+to+legal+drafting&SORT=D&extended=0
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/record=b192805
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/record=b176414
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/record=b176414
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/search/?searchtype=X&searcharg=t%3AThe+redbook%3A+a+manual+on+legal+style&SORT=D&extended=0
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/record=b192804
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/record=b192804
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/search/?searchtype=X&searcharg=t%3AAdvanced+legal+writing%3A+theories+and+strategies+in+persuasive+writing&SORT=D&extended=0
http://wiscl.wsll.state.wi.us/search/?searchtype=X&searcharg=t%3AAdvanced+legal+writing%3A+theories+and+strategies+in+persuasive+writing&SORT=D&extended=0
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